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The mission of the Chicago Biomedical Consortium (CBC) is to stimulate collaboration among
scientists at Northwestern University, The University of Chicago, the University of Illinois at
Chicago and others to accelerate discovery that will transform biomedical research and improve
the health of humankind. The CBC will:

§ Stimulate research and education that bridge institutional boundaries,

§ Enable collaborative and interdisciplinary research that is beyond the range of a single institution,

§ Mentor and develop a strong cadre of biomedical leaders, researchers, and entrepreneurs in
Chicago,

§ Enhance and promote the development of the biomedical ecosystem in Chicago,

§ Facilitate development of therapeutics that will, over the long term, improve the health of citizens
of Chicago and beyond.

The CBC is a unique collaboration among 3 outstanding research institutions in Chicago which
cultivates innovation and collaboration in the biomedical sciences by bringing together both
resources and expertise in the area.
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To date, over $60M has been invested in CBC, allowing us to have given 306 awards to faculty,
students and postdocs at our institutions.

The CBC has supported:
§ Recruitment of 8 outstanding senior and junior faculty who have gone on to receive numerous

national awards.

§ Acquisition of state-of-the-art instruments to enable ground-breaking investigations of key
biomedical questions.

§ The establishment of an Open Access Agreement in which core facilities at the 3 institutions are
accessible to faculty from each school without overhead and with identical priority as faculty
from home institution.

§ The establishment of 6 national research centers at CBC universities.

CBC-funded projects have subsequently secured more than $700 million in follow-on funding and
resulted in more than 2310 peer-reviewed publications.
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§ Phase 2 was launched in January 2017. 

§ Balanced portfolio funding basic science discovery, translational research and programs to 
foster and mentor biomedical entrepreneurs. 

§ Continuation of the Catalyst Award.

§ Introduction of new programs, including the Accelerator Award, the CBC Accelerator 
Network (CBCAN) and the Entrepreneurial Fellows program.

CBC

CBC Phase 2

The Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust have committed $21 million in 
support of Phase 2 (2017-2021) for which $5 million has been allocated for 2019.
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§ The Catalyst Award program supports collaborative basic biomedical cutting-edge, high-
risk/high-reward research projects involving faculty members from at least two of the CBC
universities. As the CBC moved into Phase 2, the program was expanded to support
fundamental biomedical research projects with translational potential.

§ The Catalyst program was initiated at the inception of the CBC in 2006 and applications from
Round 26 are currently being reviewed. Catalyst remains one of CBC’s highest impact
programs, creating novel cross-institutional collaborations.

§ To date, $18.6M in CBC funds have been awarded to 96 Catalyst teams.

§ The impact of these awards have generated $208.4M (153 follow-on grants) in outside funding
(leverage ratio of 11.2).

§ Research generated from Catalyst awardees have resulted in 599 peer-reviewed
publications (data through December 2018).

§ Round 27 of the Catalyst Award program is currently underway.

Catalyst Award Program
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§ The Accelerator Award program was initiated in January 2018 to support translational
research and provide university researchers with “early commercial guidance.” These awards
support the initial, and therefore highest risk, stage of commercially-directed research focused
on the development of a therapeutic or an associated biomarker or diagnostic.

§ Interactions between academic researchers, pharmaceutical experts, and university tech
transfer officers during the development of projects are encouraged.

§ Letters of Intent (LOIs) are submitted for initial evaluation, selected LOIs are presented at
CBCAN meetings and finalists are invited to present a full-proposal.

§ Five investigators/teams were awarded $100,000 in the initial round of the Accelerator
program and four in Round 2. Round 3 is currently underway.

§ Awarded projects that meet proposed milestones during the first year of funding may be
invited to apply for $150,000 for one additional year.

Accelerator Award Program
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§ The Entrepreneurial Fellows (EF) program is a new initiative that is designed to align with
CBC’s Phase 2 mission “to accelerate discovery that will transform biomedical research
and improve the health of humankind”. The aim of the program is to identify, recruit and
support the professional development of young academic researchers who are keen to learn
by experience the path to take a translational project from a university laboratory towards
commercialization and potentially to a Chicago-based biotech.

§ Leverages and builds upon existing partnerships with Polsky Center, INVO, Illinois Ventures,
CIM@MATTER and iBIO.

§ Supports and synergizes with other CBC programming, including CBCAN, Accelerator Award
and Catalyst Award.

§ Helps to increase the community of biotech entrepreneurs in the greater Chicago area.

§ Represents a key component in CBC’s future vision for translational research in Chicago.

§ Opportunity to be aligned with university translators, first implementation at Northwestern.

Entrepreneurial Fellows Program
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§ The CBC Entrepreneurial Fellows (EF) Award program identifies and supports the
professional development of academic researchers who are keen to develop the skills and
experiences needed to move translational projects from a university lab toward
commercialization and potentially into a Chicago-based biotech start-up. The program
exposes Fellows to a breadth of real-world experiences with the full span of their home
institution and across the CBC community. Fellows will receive guidance from a wide range of
mentors, including university faculty, staff and tech transfer, industry experts and other
representatives of the biomedical community.

§ See handout and CBC website (www.chicagobiomedicalconsortium.org) for further details.

Entrepreneurial Fellows Program
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Applications are now being accepted for CBC - Northwestern University Entrepreneurial
Fellows. Additional CBC Entrepreneurial Fellowships to be introduced at UIC and
UChicago later in 2019. Applications for the initial class of Entrepreneurial Fellows will
be accepted on a rolling basis until May 1, 2019 or until the positions are filled.

http://www.chicagobiomedicalconsortium.org/

