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Percocet: Safe Use, Medical Guidance, and Access
Through Licensed Care

Percocet is a prescription medication that combines two active ingredients—oxycodone, an
opioid pain reliever, and acetaminophen (Tylenol). It's prescribed by doctors to manage
moderate to severe pain that cannot be relieved by non-opioid options.

Because Percocet contains an opioid, it is tightly controlled by U.S. and Canadian health
authorities. Patients must receive it only through licensed healthcare providers and
registered pharmacies.

How Percocet Works

e Oxycodone binds to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, reducing how the
body perceives pain.

e Acetaminophen enhances pain relief and helps reduce fever.
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The combination offers stronger relief than either medication alone, which is why it's often used
after surgeries, dental procedures, or significant injuries.

Proper Medical Use

Doctors tailor the dosage to each patient’s pain level, medical history, and previous medication
response. Key safety practices include:

1. Follow the exact dosage—do not take extra doses or use longer than prescribed.
2. Avoid alcohol or other sedatives, which can slow breathing.
3. Store securely in a locked location away from children or visitors.

4. Never share your prescription, even if someone else has similar symptoms.

Common and Serious Side Effects

Common: Drowsiness, constipation, light-headedness, mild nausea.

Serious: Shallow breathing, severe dizziness, confusion, or signs of liver problems (yellowing
skin, dark urine).

Seek medical help immediately if serious reactions occur.

Risks of Misuse

Because Percocet contains oxycodone, misuse can lead to dependence, addiction, or
overdose. Obtaining the drug without a prescription or from unverified online sources is
dangerous and illegal.

Always verify that your medication comes from a state-licensed pharmacy and that
prescriptions are written by a registered medical professional.

Telehealth and Legal Access

Telehealth services now allow patients to:



e Consult licensed clinicians online.
e Discuss pain management plans securely.

e Receive legitimate prescriptions sent to verified local or mail-order pharmacies.

Some pharmacies offer priority or express shipping for patients with approved prescriptions,
helping them access medication quickly while staying within legal and medical guidelines.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is Percocet the same as oxycodone?
No. Percocet combines oxycodone with acetaminophen, while oxycodone alone contains only
the opioid component.

2. Can | refill my prescription online?
Yes—through licensed telehealth providers or your regular pharmacy once your doctor
authorizes a refill.

3. How long does Percocet last?
Typically 4-6 hours per dose, depending on the formulation and patient metabolism.

4. What if | miss a dose?
Take it as soon as you remember unless it's close to your next scheduled dose—never double

up.

5. How should unused tablets be disposed of?
Use community drug take-back programs or follow FDA-approved disposal instructions.

Key Takeaway

Percocet can be an effective pain-management medication when prescribed and monitored by a
medical professional. Safe use means:

e Receiving prescriptions only from qualified clinicians
e Using licensed pharmacies for fulfillment

e Following all dosing instructions carefully



Responsible, medically supervised treatment ensures patients get the relief they need while
minimizing risk.
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